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Pan Bila project: 
The ministry of Pauline and Alan Ashmore

During 2007 a team of six people
encouraged by Rev Geoff Sowden,
St Michael's vicar, made the
decision to go out to Africa, to
visit Pauline and Alan, and to
witness at first hand the aspects of
their life and ministry in and
around Ouagadougou.

From then on the Burkina team, in
conjunction
with Pauline
and Alan,
planned the
agenda for
the two week
visit which
would take
place in
Jan/Feb 2008. 

The aims and
short term
gaols of the
visiting group
were to visit and work alongside Pauline
and Alan and to experience the film
ministry they take out to African villages;
provide football, volley ball and basket
ball equipment for the kids at Pan Bila;
paint  the walls of one of the classrooms at
the Pan Bila centre, and fit in a two day
mini safari to see
the elephants.

During our two
week stay we were
able to accompany
Pauline and Alan
to a village 80km
outside Ouaga.
Due to distance
this meant an
overnight stay in
the African village.
The Pastor of the
village invited
Pauline and Alan to show their
Gospel film to the villagers,
many of whom were Animists. 

(Editor: Animists attribute souls
to animals, plants and other
entities, in addition to humans.)

The film screen was set up out
in the open bush, and the film
projected from the back of the
land rover, light and power

being provided by a
generator.  Villagers
arrived to sit on the
floor surrounding the
screen, and the film
was shown in the
local language.
Following the film,
the drumming which
had heralded our
arrival in the village
began again and the
villagers celebrated
with dancing. The

drumming continued until day light the
next morning. 

Many people accepted the Lord following
the visit and we learned that the Mayor of

the village has
given land for
a church to be
built. 

It was with
great
excitement
that we visited
Pan Bila and
met Noel and
Manja the
project
directors.
Prior to our

visit, African workers had been
employed to build the football posts,
volley ball posts and basket ball posts,
so that when we arrived our job was
to apply rust proof paint and a final
top coat of paint before the posts
were transported to Pan Bila and
concreted into place. A further team
of African labourers hand dug the
various deep holes necessary for the

posts, and the materials
and water for the
concrete arrived by
donkey cart. With the
sport posts firmly
cemented in to prevent
the soil being washed
away during the rainy
season, we turned our
attention to painting the
walls of the
kindergarten classroom.
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